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(57) Abstract: A sampling device 
having a housing with a lancet cartridge 
mourned therein. The lancets of ihe 
lancet cartridge are inierconnecled by a 
flexible web. . The lancet cartridge is not 
positively engaged within the housing 
and can be easily removed. Tlie housing 
has an opening with an adjacent flexible 
or compressible fin for dampening the 
motion of the lancet. The lancet cartridge 
has at least one lancet with an endcap, 
and the housing has a cap-removal 
mechanism for . separating the . endcap 
from the housing. Anii-tampering 
featores prevent opening of the device 
wbfen the lancet cartridge is oriented with 
a lancet in a firing position. 
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BLOOD SAMPLING DEVICE 

Cross-Reference to Related Applications 

10001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. ProvisionarPatenf AnnK.=.r 
Se.a. NO. eo...O.S. Hle. A...s. 20. .003. the entire content o :^^^^^ 
.ncorporated herein by reference for all purposes: "'ch is hereby 

Technical Field — 

[0002) The p,ese„,inve„,ta,ela,es generally to .nedlcal devices an^ 
and n,„e p«^„^ ,„ ,3„,^ ^ ^ ^ P 

blood or other bodily fluid. 5>dmpjes of 

Background of the Invention 

[0003] Many medical procedures require puncturing of the skin, and sometimes 
under„ng tissues, of an anima, or human subiect. Por example, a sharp la 
c .monvusedtopunctur^ 

and n 5 od typ.ng and screening applications. In some instances, a person mUs 
penod.ca„,sample their biood for multiple testing throughout the day or week Because 
re-use of a lancet can result in infection or spread of bloodbome contaminants, persons 

.nconven,entand,eadtoreducedcompliancewithaprescribedte^^ 

.• can be seen that needs exist for a convenient, compact multi-use lancing device. 

I0004J Various devices are known for sampling blood and other body fluids for 
analys. of thecondition of ahuman orotheranima, subject. Forexample. U.S. Patent No. 
5.971.941 .s understood to show a cassette with test strips for placement by a slider A 
lancet perces the skin surface so that blood can be obtained for analysis. The lancets are 
•ntegrated.on a test strip, and are positioned together with the test strip Another 
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embodiment is understood to show a disposable cylindrical insert having a lancet and a 
test membrane with an aperture for the lancet. The insert is inserted in a mounting cavity of 
a plunger or piston, which forces the lancet outward for blood withdrawal. DE 1 98 1 9 407 
A1 is understood to show a multiplicity of test strips with integrated lancets for insertion into 
an analysis device. 

10005] U.S. Patent No. 4,787,398 is understood to show a device with a plunger for 
directing a lancet outward, and has an evaluation system and a display system^ A 
replaceable unit is applied to the device for each measurement. The replaceable unit 
comprises the lancet and a test strip, which is wetted with blood. This replaceable unit is 
thrown away after each use. EP 0 449 525 A1 is understood to show a b|ood withdrawal 
system wherein a new lancet is inserted manually into a release device before each use. A 
test strip is then inserted into the device. U.S. Patent No. 4,627,445 is understood to show 
a device for measuring blood sugar, with an integrated blood withdrawal unit. A new 
replaceable lancet arid test elements must be installed to the device for testing, and 
aftenward disassembled. U.S. Patent No. 5,951,492 is understood to show a disposable 
unit with a capillary tube and a test strip, to which sampled blood taken is applied. The 
capillary tube includes a lancet. A new disposable unit is attached and removed before and 
after each measurement. 

[0006] EP 0877250 A2. EP 0949506 A2 and EP 81 1 843 A2 are understood to show 
devices having a multiplicity of test elements arranged on a rotatable disk carrier The test 
elements are brought successively into a working position and pushed out of the housing to 
be wetted with blood. U.S. Patent No. 6,228,100 and U.S. Patent No. 4.794,926 are 
understood to show lancets arranged on a carrier, which is rotated with respect to a 
housing. 

[0007] Gemian Application DE 100 57 832 CI is understood to show a lancing 
device of a known form. Other lancing devices understood to include multiple.lancets are 
shown, for example, in U:S. Patent No. 6,540,675 and WO 02/3601 0 A1 . EP 05891 86 B1 
is understood to show a lancet with a removable protective cap. WO 01/66010 A1 is 
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chamber Cosed by an elastic materia,, which is penetrated In the puncture process. 
10008, Known sampling devices have, however, not proven fully satisfactory to all 

users for a variety Of reasons. Accordingly, it is to the provision Of an iL^^^^^^^ 
device that the present invention is primarily directed. . ' ^ ^ 

Summary Of the Invention 

^. ^^«eo,^^. 1^P.ese„,.ve„,™p„,.,a., increases l :^:^ , 
subjecl s prescribe!) lesling regimen. >- _ o wiui me 

I00010J l"<>"easpect.theinvenlionisadevlceforsamplingabpdyfluid TfeH-.- 
«i„.„desa W^a„da^ca,,r«ge,e..ab:;s. JJr^^^^ 

7 " ""'"^ '^t^ t= a,, exlended 

carwge. The d,^ ™cha„ism .^^^ , 

the ac„.e lancet „ita pcsillve a«ad,ment to ff,e lar,cel cartridge. 

I0O011J h«aspec.,, he in.enli„„ is a device for sampling a bcdy fluid The 

*v»e preferabV includes a bousing ha.ir« an opening ,b.,ein. a ance, „d a JI 
-necba^sm .*,„ ,be .„„s.g f. propelling .„ce, a,on« a ianc^g ^b IT. . 

^P2»npf,bela„ce,proiec,s«,rousb,beopening.,hebous.g. Tbedev.ep«ferabV 
also rncbdes a dampening fin adjacen, ,be opening fordampening fbe mo«o„ „,L lance 
upon conlac, pf ibe lance, agains, «» dampening fin in Ibe exfended posiUon. 

I00012J l-anolber aspect. Ibe in>«„io„ is a de™e for sampling a body fluid The 
device preferably incbrdes a bousing and a .nee, ca.,«ge ren»vabi;insta.r.:l'L 



wo 2005/018425 PCTAJS2004/026760 

4 

housing. The housing preferably includes an internal shelf, and the lancet cartridge 
includes at least one hook. The at least one hook engage(s) the internal shelf of the 
housing to prevent opening of the housing when the lancet cartridge is in a first position, 
and release(s) the internal shelf of the housing to pemnit opening of the housing when the 
lancet cartridge is in a second position. 

[00013] In still another aspect, the invention is a device for sampling a body fluid, the 
device including a housing and a plurality of lancets contained within said housing. The 
plurality of lancets are preferably interconnected by a flexible web. 

[00014] In another aspect, the invention is a device for sampling a body fluid, the 
device preferably including a housing having an arm with a wedge-shaped profile; at least 
one lancet, each lancet having a body portion, a sharp tip extending from the body portion, 
and an endcap covering the sharp tip; and an advancing mechanism for advancing the at 
least one lancet into contact with the arm of the housing to drive the wedge-shaped profile 
between the body portion of the lancet and the endcap, and thereby separate the endcap 
from the body portion of the lancet. 

[00015] In another aspect, the invention is a lancet cassette for removable installation 
within a sampling device, the lancet cassette preferably including a plurality of lancets and 
a flexible web interconnecting the plurality of lancets. 

[0001 6] In yet aspect, the invention is a device for sampling a body fluid . The device 
preferably includes an outer housing having first and second portions hingedly connected 
to one another, an opening, and an arm having a wedge-shaped profile projecting inwardly 
from one of the first and second portions. The device preferably also includes a lancet 
cassette for removable installation within the outer housing, the lancet cassette comprising 
a plurality of lancets arranged in a circular array, and a flexible web interconnecting the 
plurality of lancets, each lancet comprising a lancet body, a sharp tip, and a protective 
endcap removably positioned over the sharp tip. The device preferably also includes a 
drive mechanism within the housing for propelling an active lancet along a lancing path, 
from a retracted position fully within the lancet cartridge to an extended position wherein at 
least a tip portion of the active lancet projects through the opening in the housing. And the 
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device preferably includes an advancing mechanism for seauenfbih, w • 
P.urali, onancets into an aCVe position in .he housi^ ^^^^^^ 

.ance.issepara.edfromthehodvpo.ionthereofasi.e"^^^^^^^^^^ 

with the wedge-shaped profile. "'^^^ t^^^^'-veposiLon by contact 

I00017J • These and other aspects, features and advantaaes of th. • 
understood With reference to the drawing «gures and detaile^d .^^^^^^^ : 
be reaped by means of the various elements and combinationst r ^ "^^^ 
t^e appended Cai.s. It is to be understood that both .he 4:^^^^^^^^^^ 

and the follov^-ng brief description Of the drawings and detailed des^^^^^^^^^^^ 

are exemplary and explanato^ of preferred embodiments of 

restrictive of the invention, as claimed. ' 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[00018] >'GURES1a-1daretopandbottomperspectiveviewsa,nn„- . 
view resoecfivPlv nf ^ o .- . P^^"^® ^'^ws. a top view, and a side 

«v, respectively, of a sampling device according to an ey^^mm.. » k ^• 

present invention. "9/° example embodiment of the 

100019] FIGURE 2 is a •perspective view of a sampling device accordino ,o . 
exampleembodimen.ofthepresentinven.ion.shownv.thitsouter:::^^^^^^^^^ 

ir^artrid ■ IT '^"^ sampling device of Pi, 3 

wiin Its cartridge removed from its outer housing. 

tne cartridge removed from the outer housing. y «n 

w«h the caitndge removed from the outerhousi,^. solFig. a 
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Detailed Description of Example Embodiments 

[00023] The present invention may be understood more readily by reference to the 
following detailed description of the invention taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing figures, which form a part of this disclosure. It is to be understood that this 
invention is not limited to the specific devices, methods, conditions or parameters 
described and/or shown herein, and that the terminology used herein is for the purpose of 
describing particular embodiments by way of example only , and is hot intended to be 
limiting of the claimed invention. Also, as used in the specification including the appended 
claims, the singular fomns "a," "an." and "the" include the plural, arid reference to a 
particular numerical value includes at least that particular value, unless the context clearly 
dictates othenwise. Ranges may be expressed herein as from "about" or "approximately* 
one particular value and/or to "abouf or "approximately" another particular value. When 
such a range is expressed, another embodiment includes from the one particular value 
and/or to the other particular value. Similarly, when values are expressed as 
approximations, by use of the antecedent "about," it will be understood that the particular 
value forms another embodiment. 

[00024] In an example embodiment, the present invention is a sampling device 20 
comprising a replaceable cartridge 22 and a re-usable outer housing 24. The cartridge 22 
preferably comprises a plurality of lancets 26. each lancet preferably having a lancet body, 
a needle or blade with a sharp tip extending from the body, and an endcap covering the 
sharp tip. The lancets 26 are preferably interconnected by a flexible web 28. The web 28 
may be integrally formed with the lancets 26, or the lancets can be attached to the web. as 
for example by a key-and-slot coupling, adhesive, thermal or solvent welding, mechanical 
connectors, or the like. In the depicted embodiment, the lancets 26 are oriented generally 
radially in a generally circular ring, and lying within a plane, with their sharp tips directed 
radially outwardly. In other embodiments, the lancets are arranged in a linear array or 
otherwise interconnected. 

[00025] The web 28 preferably comprises a zig-zagged anay of interconnected legs 
30 angularly connected to one another. For example, in the depicted circular array of 
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tocete 26, ,h, web 28 comp*.s a gene,.., slar-shaped a„ay of fegs 30 (seen best in 
.op View o, * ac^oen, legs cobneCN^ ,„ „„e ano,be, aion^tnien^: 

*e web a, a connedion p„,„, along , he ^ner *g. The web 28 preferabl, ^h 

-P.l.sa,,„„e„.,abs32p,*c«„g^,o„^3ce„.a,„pe„^„,,e:^^^^^^^^ 

,„ ,he Plane o, ^ lance.. The web 28 Is p,e,erabv fo™,e. a „^ 
pol>™eHc 0, .bbe, nalenal al,„*g ^ .anoels ,„ .ove ^depen1e„«yl^ 
an*e,w^„„..,b„,ba..gs*^n,shape.e„„^,„,^^^^^^^ 

on »,e ac,,,e lance. a«er nring ,. seh,e. as a ,e,«cfo„ sp*g ,0, ,e,™i„g ,be la 

an exlencled lancing posillon, ^,e», , he sha^ .nee, ,ip extends ouUfL ^Ts^ta 
.I jle- posilion wilhin ^ hb.i^. ,he.b, p,e.e„„ng acc«en. tZ;,! 

,ca™, 3«. |„ ,he depiced exampte. Ihe cartrldge base is an annulardisk havng an enle, 
c«e,e„,,a,^e„„.,a„.,cen^ 



ec^ 1. JlTl. ' ''"""^ '^•""''-'^^ r« and 

h T"'^ 1" ='-3he. fashion. ,n Ihe Ceplcle. 

7rZT. T ^^ "^'^ "^"^ «« along a 

lancng s«e beh^en a raided position within the housing and an extended posit L 
«he,e,h at least the sharp t^ o, ^ lancet extents o*,a,d,, o, the housing throat 
open.^ 42. to penel^e the sKin o, a h„„.n o, anin,al subject a, a san.pl ^ ^ The 

7 -t^.oneotthe ^ncets26 „«n .ting. ,n e p,e,e„ed,o.„., seen 
exa^Tf "^'^''""^"'^^^ 

« ^n 't'h - ""S^- "-'a recess 

«a. and the lancet cartHdge has a con,pte„»„,a,y angled nrale pronte «b at the base 0, 
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each lancet 26, which is adapted to cooperatively align with and contact the drive piston 
when the device is fired. In alternate embodiments, the contact faces are flat or otherwise 
configured, and alternate means of alignment are provided. 

[00027] The drive mechanism 40 directly or indirectly impacts the base of each lancet 
26 upon firing, but preferably does not positively engage the lancet or any other portion of 
the lancet cartridge 22. In this manner, a spent lancet cartridge is more easily removed 
and replaced, as there is no need to align or engage the cartridge with the drive 
mechanism for removal or insertion. This also allows the lancet cartridge 22 to be 
advanced to move sequential lancets 26 on the cartridge into the active or firing position, 
regardless of the position or state (e.g., cocked or uncocked) of the drive mechanism 40. 
And because the active lancet 26a is not coupled to the drive mechanism as the drive 
mechanism is cocked, the lancets 26 can be initially mounted on the lancet cartridge 22 in 
a ready-to-fire configuration, and the lancets themselves need not be- moved through a 
cocking sequence prior to firing. The cartridge 22 preferably further comprises a recessed 
segment 46 formed by a cutout section of the cartridge base, for clearance and alignment 
during insertion and removal of a cartridge to and from the housing. Preferably, no lancet 
is attached to the web 28 adjacent the recessed segment, and the cartridge base 
preferably comprises an attachment lug 48 adjacent the recessed segment having a slot 
for connection with a cooperating key or projecfion on the web. 

[00028] A generally circular ring-shaped groove or channel 50 is preferably provided 
in an inner face of the housing 24, forming a track in which the alignment tabs 32 of the 
lancet cartridge ride as the cartridge is rotationally advanced within the housing for 
sequential firing of its lancets 26, to provide alignment of the cartridge in the housing and to 
prevent snagging of the lancets with the housing as the cartridge is advanced. A radial 
extension groove or channel 52 extends outwardly from the circular groove 50 toward the 
opening 42 in the housing 24 at the firing position, to provide clearance for the alignment 
tab 32 of the active lancet 26a as it is driven along the advancing portion of its lancing 
stroke from its retracted position to its extended position upon firing, and as it is withdrawn 
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back from the extended posiUon to the retracted position on th. 
lancing stroke after firing. 

[00029J The housing 24 preferably also includes a flexible or 
dampening fin 60 positioned adiacen. and radial, inwardly ofte open" 
housing. As the act^e lance. 26a advances into its exte ded ' 
^o^ard face of the .ncet body contacts the fin 60 to hCalT^^^^^^^^ ! 

against the housing. By reducing the noise and vibration senL by l^^^T 
tbe p...ved pain and resultant anxiety .ay be reduced. The fi a J^a^o 
control the spe.d of the lancet as it penetrates the skin, further reducing pain nZlL 

100030, The ho„»g 24 p,efe«bly also inCudes o„, or .nore g„«e ™,„be,s fo, 

'educing tearing of the tissue and wunanl pain. '"9 site, thereby 

tt, ™!i ''°''"' a cap ,e.„a, meCanism 

dep«ed. exampte, an ann 70 «n,ileve,ed fron, an inside surface „, the ho„si« 24 
»» c,„e lance, 26a. as ahoWn in Fig. 3. A ,„dge 72 p.„iecis from the am, 70 and is 

advanced. act^ tance, passes aiong tne wedge, and i« endeap enga^s an nCined 
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face of the wedge to separate the endcap from the lancet body. A ramp portion 74 of the 
ami 70 engages the endcap and presses the endcap out of the firing plane of the lancets 
on the cartridge, and down into a well or recess 76 In the cartridge base 36, as the lancet 
cartridge is advanced to move the active lancet into the firing position. The endcaps and/or 
the well or recess 76 preferably comprise one or more crush pins, ribs or other projections 
or interengaging surface features to produce a press fit as each endcap is moved into its 
respective well or recess, thereby preventing rattling or jamming due to loose parts within 
the sampling device and ensuring that the severed endcaps are disposed with the rest of 
the lancet cartridge after all lancets are used. 

[00032] The housing 24 preferably further comprises one or more mechanisms for 
advancing the lancet cartridge 22, cocking the drive mechanism 40, and triggering the drive 
mechanism to fire the active lancet. In the depicted example embodiment of the invention, 
separate mechanisms are provided for carrying out each of these actions in discrete steps. 
In alternate embodiments of the invention, combined mechanisms may be provided for 
carrying out any two or more of these actions together. 

[00033] A cartridge-advancing arm 80 is preferably pivotally mounted to the lower 
half-shell of the housing 24. and includes a pawl 82 extending through an arcuate slot 84 
into the housing. The pawl 82 engages ribs, recesses or other surface features 86 on the 
underside of the of the cartridge base 36, to rotationally advance the lancet cartridge 22 as 
the ami 80 is pivotally actuated by the user. One or more detents 88. protuberances 90 or 
other interengaging surface features are preferably provided on the cartridge 22 and/or the 
housing 24 to facilitate indexing and alignment of the cartridge with an active lancet in the 
firing position, and/or to provide tactile and/or audible feedback to the user to indicate the 
sequential advancement of the cartridge. An L-shaped slot 92 preferably forms a resilient 
cantilevered section of the housing 24 to bias a protuberance 90 or other surface feature 
on the housing into engagement with a cooperating detent 88 or other surface feature of 
the cartridge 22. 

[00034] A cocking slide 100 is preferably mounted to the upper half-shell of the 
housing 24. with an outer knob 102 mounted outside the housing and connected to an 
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a cooperaung po„i„„ of Ihe drtve mechanism 40 to cock ,he d, J„ T " '"'''"^ 
c.cW„.*e.ac.„a,ed.,a.e.,„.3,.3«„g.erL;^^^^^^^^^^^ 

*. .06, ,„ cxamp,e compressing a d,^ spdng e.men, o,.e ^e!^ s^ 
one „ mce sp,i„g arms , 10 preferab^r exlend beh^en me i™,e, men,be, 1^ h 
o^^n^ln. pi,s, on .e bons.g . ,0 ,e.n™ ^ cocking to . 

ba» She. Of.the nous„g 24, an acnator 122 pn^ectng ibrough an opening ,h,o„l 

ir» bousing sbeir in to lK»,sintfs inteno, cha.„ber. When (he use, depise^r. 
Mton 120, ,be acuato, 122 eo„.ac,s a coope,a.i„g .,cb ,24 and It,' 
engagenien, ,.,h a, coope.a,,ng podion ,^ „ecba„ism to ,e,easeTe "It 
mechanism to ^ac, ,be aCive lance, anddr^ i„b,o„gb i,s ianc^ si^r 

™e ^, '° -'^.ampe, meobanfem to 

soil, ; !7 ^'""''^"^ '--^ --"--S 24 - »,e cadTK^^ 

"y spen, and a« ianceis 26 have been «,ed. The anWampe, mechanism en Joes 
sa reducing ,be iikeftood of inadveden, openi^ o, ,he housing and the r^ur^ 

i~r:"r''°""'"""^"'''--"'-^-°^^^^^^ 

.^nve„»„, ,0, ,be ose, ,o a«emp, to ,euse lancete. A Shelf 1 30 pmiecte into «« bo 

Te holt: °' V T ~ '~ ~ - - » 

n».e hoote 132 p,o,ec^„g „om ,he cartridge 22. When Ihe cartridge is rotated into a 
^^.n.,untoad,„, po*„, ^ ,ecessed segment 46 ortented in the .ring^ " 
b^enhedrtve,necha„ism40.„dtbecpening42,a.^^^ 

^rt^ e or^™"l* """^-^ ^ "^"-^ '» the 

cartndge tor removal and replacement But »ben the cartndge Is rotated out of the 

mecbanrsm 40 and the opening 42, a, teas, one of the hooks ,32 of the cartridge is 
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engaged between the shelf 130 and the innerface of the housing shell to prevent opening 
of the housing. In the depicted embodiment, the shelf 130 comprises an arcuate member 
having an upright panel projecting generally perpendicularly from the housing shell and a 
transverse portion extending from the upright panel generally parallel with the housing 
shell, ar\6 the hooks 132 move along an arcuate path concentric with the arcuate shelf as 
the cartridge is rotationally advanced. In this manner, the cartridge cannot be opened if 
any lancet is in the firing position, reducing the potential for injury or infectious 
contamination of the user and/or bystanders. 

[00037] In use, the user loads a fresh lancet cartridge 22 into the housing by opening 
the housing and inserting the cartridge so that its recessed segment 46 is aligned in the 
firing position between the drive mechanism 40 and the opening 42. The housing is then 
closed. The cartridge is advanced by actuating the advance ami 80 to bring a first active 
lancet 26 into the firing position. Advancing a lancet into the firing position also locks the 
housing closed by engagement of the hooks 132 with the shelf 130. The drive mechanism 
is cocked or armed by actuating the cocking slide 100. The device is then positioned with 
the opening 42 against the subject's skin at the intended lancing site, and the trigger button 
is pressed to fire the device and drive the active lancet through its lancing stroke to pierce 
the skin at the lancing site and to return back to a retracted position within the housing 
under the influence of the flexible web 28. For subsequent lancing, the cartridge is 
sequentially advanced through the lancets on the cartridge, and the device is cocked and 
fired in like manner. When the cartridge is fully spent and all lancets have been used, the 
cartridge is advanced to bring the recessed segment 46 back into the firing position, 
thereby disengaging hooks 132 from shelf 130 and allowing the housing to be opened. 
Because the cartridge is preferably not positively engaged by the firing mechanism or the 
housing, it may easily be removed for replacement by simply tipping the housing over and 
allowing the cartridge to drop out. 

[00038] While the invention has been described with reference to preferred and 
example embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that a variety of 
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tl1!irv!irc^Z^^^ and deletions are within the scope of the invention, as defined by 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising a housing and a 
lancet cartridge removably installed within the housing, the device further comprising a 
drive mechanism within the housing for propelling an active lancet of the lancet 
cartridge from a retracted position fully within the lancet cartridge to an extended 
position wherein at least a tip portion of the active lancet projects outward from the 
lancet cartridge, said drive mechanism comprising a contact face for imparting motion 
to the active lancet without positive attachment to the lancet cartridge. 

2. The sampling device of Claim 1 , wherein the contact face of the drive 
mechanism comprises an angled female recess, and the lancet cartridge has at least 
one complementary angled male profile for alignment within the angled female recess. 

3. The sampling device of Claim 1 . wherein the housing comprises a resilient 
portion having a protuberance thereon for engaging at least one recess ir) the lancet 
cartridge to index advancement of the lancet cartridge within the housing. 

4. A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising a housing having an 
opening therein, a lancet, a drive mechanism within the housing for propelling the lancet 
along a lancing path, from a retracted position fully within the lancet cartridge to an 
extended position wherein at least a tip portion of the lancet projects through the 
opening in the housing, and a dampening fin adjacent the opening for dampening the 
motion of the lancet upon contact of the lancet against the dampening fin in the 
extended position. 

5. The sampling device of Claim 4, wherein the housing further comprises a pair of 
flanges positioned on opposite sides of the opening, said flanges having inwardly 
inclined faces for guiding the lancet along the lancing path. 
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6. A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising a housing arid a 
lancet cartridge removably installed within the housing, said housing comprising an 
internal shelf, and said lancet cartridge comprising at least one hook, said at least one 
hook engaging the internal shelf of the housing to prevent opening of the housing when 
the lancet cartridge is in a first position, and said at least one hook releasing the interna) 
shelf of the housing to permit opening of the housing when the lancet cartridge is in a 
second position, 

7. A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising a housing and. a 
plurality of lancets contained within said housing, said plurality of lancets being 
interconnected by a flexible web. 

8. The sampling device of Claim 7, further comprising a plurality of alignment tabs, 
each alignment tab associated with a respective one of the plurality of lancets, and 
wherein the housing comprises a channel in which the alignment tabs are received. 

9. The sampling device of Claim 8. wherein the plurality of lancets are arranged in a 
generally circular array, and wherein the channel comprises a ring-shaped channel 
portion and an extension channel portion extending radially from the ring-shaped 
channel portion. 

1 0. A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising; 
a housing having an arm with a wedge-shaped profile; 

at least one lancet, each lancet having a body portion, a sharp tip extending from 
the body portion, and an endcap covering the sharp tip; and 

an advancing mechanism for advancing the at least one lancet into contact with 
the arm of the housing to drive the wedge-shaped profile between the body portion of 
the lancet and the endcap, and thereby separate the endcap from the body portion of 
the lancet. . 
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11. The sampBng device of Claim 1 0. wherein the arm further comprises a ramp, 
and wherein the advancing mechanism drives the separated endcap along the ramp 
and into a well for retaining the endcap. 

12. A lancet cassette for removable installation within a sampling device, said lancet 
cassette comprising a plurality of lancets and a flexible web interconnecting the plurality 
of lancets. 

1 3. The lancet cassette of Claim 1 2. wherein the plurality of lancets are arranged in 
a circular array wnth sharp lancet tips thereof oriented radially outwardly. 

14. The lancet cassette of Claim 13. further comprising a plurality of alignment labs, 
each alignment tab attached to an inner end of a respective one of the plurality of 
lancets. 

15. The lancet cassette of Claim 14. wherein the plurality of lancets are positioned 
on an annular carrier disk having a central opening through which the plurality of 
alignment tabs project. 

16. The lancet cassette of Claim 12. further comprising at least one hook for 
engagement with an anti-tamper shelf portion of the sampling device. 

1 7. The lancet cassette of Claim 1 2. wherein each lancet comprises a removable 
protective endcap. and wherein the lancet cassette further comprises a well for 
receiving and retaining the endcap out of a path of travel of the lancet upon removal 
from the lancet. 

1 8. The lancet cassette of Claim 12. further comprising a lower face having surface 
features for engaging an advancing mecbanisni of the sampling device. 

19. The lancet cassette of Claim 12, further comprising an outer circumferential rim 
having a plurality of detents formed therein for indexing engagement with a cooperating 
protuberance of the sampling device. 
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20. A device for sampling a body fluid, said device comprising: 

housing having first and second portions hingedly connected to one 
another, an opening, and an am, having a wedge-shaped profile projecting inward^ 
from one of the first and second portions; a ■ ^raiy 

cassett'e 'Z' ""'"V" — »>'--.ana.ion within the outer housing, the lancet 
cassette compns,ng a plurality of lancets arranged in a circular array, and a flexibte 

comprising a lancet bodv a qh^^m 
t.p. and a protective endcap removably positioned over the sharp lip; 

. ^^"—chanism Within the housing for propelling an active lancet along a 
lanang path, from a retracted position fully within the lancet cartridge to .n extended 

an advancing mechanism for sequentially advancing each of the plurality of 
lancets .n,o an active position in the housing, wherein the endcap of the active lancet is 

.r:T T - ' -'-^ con. - r 

the wedge-shaped profile. 'cciwim 

21. The sa.np,„g device of Claim 20. Wher comprising a dampening * adjacen, 
■he oponing ». ,.e housing ,„r con«c, „i.h ,he aclive lance, in lis extendi pojlion 

22^ The sampling device of Claim 20, Whe, comprising a g-ide channel denned 
hltTg" '''^"^^ ^'"^ oPPosile sides Of Ihe open^ Ihrough Iheoufer 
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